Frontal lobe epilepsy with secondarily generalized 3 Hz spike-waves: a case report.
We report a case of frontal lobe epilepsy with bursts of 3 Hz spike-wave, often dominant in the left frontal lobe, that sometimes developed into a secondary bilateral generalization. This patient was a 69-year-old male with a history of epileptic seizures that began 3 months following a head injury at the age of 17. His seizures occurred two or three times a day, but after medication the frequency was halved. The seizures began with a feeling of heaviness of the head, accompanied by myoclonus at both angles of the mouth. Consciousness was clear for most of the seizures, which ranged from several seconds to many minutes. When seizures lasted for longer than 10 minutes, a temporary generalization accompanied by a loss of consciousness was sometimes observed. Neurological tests and cranial MRI yielded no abnormal local findings. The secondary generalized seizure seen in this case is the so called "secondary bilateral synchrony (SBS)." We succeeded in making an EEG recording of the bilateral generalization of a seizure discharge originating in the left frontal lobe, which until now has not been done. This case is direct proof that a primary frontal focus can give rise to SBS.